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The people and government of the Brazilian state of Ceara were granted the UN Children's Fund's
(UNICEF) highest achievement award in recognition of their commitment to child survival and
development. According to UNICEF executive director James Grant, the presentation of the annual
Maurice Pate award to Ceara Feb. 9 marks the first time the prize has been awarded in South
America. Grant said the people and government of Ceara had been selected "in recognition of
their outstanding achievements in reducing their infant mortality rate by one third in three years
(1986-1989), and for making significant gains in all areas of child survival and development."
According to UNICEF, a 1986 survey by the Ceara state government revealed that 28% of the
region's children were malnourished. The state had an infant mortality rate of 57 per 1,000 live
births, and diarrhetic diseases and pneumonia were responsible for a majority of child deaths. Grant
said that despite severe financial constraints, the state had achieved "spectacular results" in child
health and development, including a 50% reduction of child deaths from diarrhetic diseases, plus
the reduction of child malnutrition by one third. According to Grant, following the 1986 survey, the
state government prioritized family education regarding breast-feeding, immunization, and the
prevention and treatment of diseases. (Source: Inter Press Service, 02/09/93)
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